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Agricultural Education 
and Human Sciences
Our graduate programs offer flexibility and enable graduates to pursue 
diverse career options. Prepare for a career teaching agricultural 
education to middle or high school students, or become an Extension 
agent helping farmers and families succeed in their communities. 
Pursue other rewarding positions such as agricultural museum curators, 
environmental educators, agricultural missionaries, agricultural public 
relations representatives, or congressional officers.

Master's Degree Requirements

The Department offers an M.S. degree, which requires a thesis for which 
the student receives six hours of credit, and a Master of Agricultural 
and Extension Education (M.R.) as a non-thesis track. The M.S. degree 
requires a total of 36 credit hours, whereas the M.R. degree requires 
30 credit hours. The student’s advisory committee will meet with the 
student to determine the appropriate courses for their Plan of Work. M.S. 
students have the option of adding a minor which requires a minimum of 
9 credit hours.

Graduate Certificate Requirements
The Department also offers graduate certificates in Agricultural and 
Extension Education, Family Life Education and Coaching, Leadership 
in Agricultural and Human Sciences, Leadership and Volunteer 
Management, and Youth Development and Leadership. More information 
can be found on our website (https://cals.ncsu.edu/agricultural-and-
human-sciences/masters-programs/certificates-minors/).

Sixth-Year Certificate
The Department offers an array of courses that are recognized by the NC 
Department of Public Instruction as comprising a Sixth-Year Certificate. 
Students are required to complete 24 hours of advanced graduate work 
past the Master's degree. Contact the Director of Graduate Programs for 
details.

Doctoral Degree Requirements
A Doctor of Education (Ed.D.) degree in Agricultural and Extension 
Education is offered. A minimum of 72 hours past the Bachelor's degree 
is required. More hours may be required based upon the past degrees 
and experiences of the candidate. The student’s graduate committee will 
determine the specific courses needed. At least six hours of statistics 
is required. Twelve hours of credit is earned for writing the dissertation 
(AEE 895). The student’s advisory committee will meet with the student to 
determine the appropriate courses for their Plan of Work.

Student Financial Support
A limited number of research and/or teaching assistantships are available 
on a competitive basis. Applications for open positions are due February 
1 for the following academic year. Other financial aid is available from 
the Office of Financial Aid and on a competitive basis from the Graduate 
School.

More Information
Agricultural Education and Human Sciences website (https://
cals.ncsu.edu/agricultural-and-human-sciences/)

Distance Website (https://online-distance.ncsu.edu/program/agricultural-
education-and-human-sciences/)

Admission Requirements
• A minimum undergraduate GPA of 3.0; a minimum graduate GPA of 

3.5 for Doctoral applicants

• Three letters of recommendation (at least one academic reference)

• A statement of purpose: Prospective graduate students will draft a 
statement of purpose for graduate work. If the student intends to 
complete a thesis or dissertation, the statement should also indicate 
the nature of potential research work, including possible topics or 
questions, and minimally two professors from the Agricultural and 
Human Science department whose research areas potentially align 
with those possible research topics. Prospective students should plan 
to meet with faculty prior to submitting their applications to discuss 
the research with those professors and include those ideas in the 
statement.

• Relevant experience – for doctoral applicants
• 1 year required experience, 3 years recommended

• Relevant experience in extension, teaching, industry, 
leadership, or other closely related field

Applicant Information 
• Delivery Method: On Campus, Online, Hybrid

• Entrance Exam: None

• Interview Required: None

Application Deadlines
Applicants must submit their application and all supporting documents to 
the Graduate School by midnight Eastern Standard Time on the deadline.

• Fall Semester: February 1 for assistantship consideration and 
international students, June 15 for US students

• Spring Semester: July 15 for international students, Nov. 1 for US 
students

• Summer Semester  I: Dec. 15 for International students, March 25 for 
US students

• Summer Semester II: Dec. 15 for International students, May 10 for 
US students

Students apply to the Agricultural Education and Human Sciences 
graduate program online through the Graduate School.

• Agricultural and Extension Education (Certificate) (http://
catalog.ncsu.edu/graduate/agriculture-life-sciences/agricultural-
extension-education/agricultural-extension-education-certificate/)

• Agricultural Education and Human Sciences (Minor) (http://
catalog.ncsu.edu/graduate/agriculture-life-sciences/agricultural-
education-human-sciences/agricultural-education-human-sciences-
minor/)

• Agricultural Education and Human Sciences (MR) (http://
catalog.ncsu.edu/graduate/agriculture-life-sciences/agricultural-
education-human-sciences/agricultural-education-human-sciences-
mr/)
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• Agricultural Education and Human Sciences (MS) (http://
catalog.ncsu.edu/graduate/agriculture-life-sciences/agricultural-
education-human-sciences/agricultural-education-human-sciences-
ms/)

• Agricultural Education and Human Sciences (PhD) (http://
catalog.ncsu.edu/graduate/agriculture-life-sciences/agricultural-
education-human-sciences/agricultural-education-human-sciences-
phd/)

• Family Life Education and Coaching (Certificate) (http://
catalog.ncsu.edu/graduate/agriculture-life-sciences/agricultural-
education-human-sciences/family-life-education-coaching-certificate/)

• Leadership and Volunteer Management (Certificate) (http://
catalog.ncsu.edu/graduate/agriculture-life-sciences/agricultural-
education-human-sciences/leadership-volunteer-management-
certificate/)

• Leadership in Agriculture and Human Sciences (Certificate) (http://
catalog.ncsu.edu/graduate/agriculture-life-sciences/graduate-
certificate/leadership-agriculture-human-sciences-certificate/)

• Youth Development and Leadership (Certificate) (http://
catalog.ncsu.edu/graduate/agriculture-life-sciences/agricultural-
education-human-sciences/youth-development-leadership-
certificate/)

Department Head
Ben Chapman

Directors
Joseph Donaldson

Annie Hardison-Moody

Full Professor
Carolyn Bird

Ben Chapman

Koralalage Sunil Upali Jayaratne

Sarah Kirby

Travis Park

Michael Schulman

Associate Professors
Dara Bloom

Jackie Bruce

Joseph Donaldson

Harriett Edwards

Annie Hardison-Moody

Wendy J. Warner

Assistant Professors
Jamie Alexander

Basheerah Enahora

Maru Gonzalez

Misty Lambert

Katherine McKee

Joy Morgan

Catherine Elizabeth Sanders

Sudha Sankar

Virginia Stage

Adjunct Faculty
Amber Beseli

Mitzi Downing

Autumn Guin

Rhonda Sutton

http://catalog.ncsu.edu/graduate/agriculture-life-sciences/agricultural-education-human-sciences/agricultural-education-human-sciences-ms/
http://catalog.ncsu.edu/graduate/agriculture-life-sciences/agricultural-education-human-sciences/agricultural-education-human-sciences-ms/
http://catalog.ncsu.edu/graduate/agriculture-life-sciences/agricultural-education-human-sciences/agricultural-education-human-sciences-ms/
http://catalog.ncsu.edu/graduate/agriculture-life-sciences/agricultural-education-human-sciences/agricultural-education-human-sciences-ms/
http://catalog.ncsu.edu/graduate/agriculture-life-sciences/agricultural-education-human-sciences/agricultural-education-human-sciences-ms/
http://catalog.ncsu.edu/graduate/agriculture-life-sciences/agricultural-education-human-sciences/agricultural-education-human-sciences-phd/
http://catalog.ncsu.edu/graduate/agriculture-life-sciences/agricultural-education-human-sciences/agricultural-education-human-sciences-phd/
http://catalog.ncsu.edu/graduate/agriculture-life-sciences/agricultural-education-human-sciences/agricultural-education-human-sciences-phd/
http://catalog.ncsu.edu/graduate/agriculture-life-sciences/agricultural-education-human-sciences/agricultural-education-human-sciences-phd/
http://catalog.ncsu.edu/graduate/agriculture-life-sciences/agricultural-education-human-sciences/agricultural-education-human-sciences-phd/
http://catalog.ncsu.edu/graduate/agriculture-life-sciences/agricultural-education-human-sciences/family-life-education-coaching-certificate/
http://catalog.ncsu.edu/graduate/agriculture-life-sciences/agricultural-education-human-sciences/family-life-education-coaching-certificate/
http://catalog.ncsu.edu/graduate/agriculture-life-sciences/agricultural-education-human-sciences/family-life-education-coaching-certificate/
http://catalog.ncsu.edu/graduate/agriculture-life-sciences/agricultural-education-human-sciences/family-life-education-coaching-certificate/
http://catalog.ncsu.edu/graduate/agriculture-life-sciences/agricultural-education-human-sciences/leadership-volunteer-management-certificate/
http://catalog.ncsu.edu/graduate/agriculture-life-sciences/agricultural-education-human-sciences/leadership-volunteer-management-certificate/
http://catalog.ncsu.edu/graduate/agriculture-life-sciences/agricultural-education-human-sciences/leadership-volunteer-management-certificate/
http://catalog.ncsu.edu/graduate/agriculture-life-sciences/agricultural-education-human-sciences/leadership-volunteer-management-certificate/
http://catalog.ncsu.edu/graduate/agriculture-life-sciences/agricultural-education-human-sciences/leadership-volunteer-management-certificate/
http://catalog.ncsu.edu/graduate/agriculture-life-sciences/graduate-certificate/leadership-agriculture-human-sciences-certificate/
http://catalog.ncsu.edu/graduate/agriculture-life-sciences/graduate-certificate/leadership-agriculture-human-sciences-certificate/
http://catalog.ncsu.edu/graduate/agriculture-life-sciences/graduate-certificate/leadership-agriculture-human-sciences-certificate/
http://catalog.ncsu.edu/graduate/agriculture-life-sciences/graduate-certificate/leadership-agriculture-human-sciences-certificate/
http://catalog.ncsu.edu/graduate/agriculture-life-sciences/agricultural-education-human-sciences/youth-development-leadership-certificate/
http://catalog.ncsu.edu/graduate/agriculture-life-sciences/agricultural-education-human-sciences/youth-development-leadership-certificate/
http://catalog.ncsu.edu/graduate/agriculture-life-sciences/agricultural-education-human-sciences/youth-development-leadership-certificate/
http://catalog.ncsu.edu/graduate/agriculture-life-sciences/agricultural-education-human-sciences/youth-development-leadership-certificate/
http://catalog.ncsu.edu/graduate/agriculture-life-sciences/agricultural-education-human-sciences/youth-development-leadership-certificate/

