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Industrial Design
Industrial Design is a human-centered discipline that shapes the 
products, systems, and experiences that define everyday life. Today’s 
industrial designers translate insights into impact, working across 
technology, culture, healthcare, sustainability, and business disciplines.

The Master of Industrial Design (MID) prepares designers to think beyond 
form-making and engage in strategic, research-driven practice. Students 
strengthen their skills in visualization, prototyping, and storytelling 
while learning to navigate complexity and ambiguity. Studio courses, 
sponsored projects, and interdisciplinary collaboration connect students 
to real-world challenges and industry partners.

Our program treats design as both craft and inquiry. Students learn to 
frame complex problems, conduct empathetic research, and translate 
insight into thoughtful outcomes. They grow as confident communicators 
and collaborators who understand both creative processes and strategic 
impact.

As part of a leading R1 research university, students benefit from 
engaged faculty, advanced technical resources, and a strong 
interdisciplinary community. The program culminates in a self-directed 
final project that often becomes a catalyst for career advancement.

Our graduates pursue careers in corporate design teams, consulting, 
research and strategy roles, user experience, entrepreneurship, and 
higher education. Our MID program prepares designers to be leaders 
who make a difference in a rapidly evolving world.

Master's Requirements
The Master of Industrial Design degree requires a minimum of

• 48 credit hours for applications with a Bachelor's degree in Industrial 
Design (Track II), or

• 78 credit hours for applications with Bachelor's degrees in an area 
other than Industrial Design (Track III).

The program generally does not accept transfer credits in lieu of required 
coursework at NC State. Studio credits presented for elective transfer 
must be accompanied by a portfolio of work from the courses under 
consideration.

Student Financial Support
The Department has limited provisions for tuition remission and 
assistantships. Assistantships are awarded on the basis of student and 
departmental needs. Assistantship requests should be made to the 
Department of Graphic Design and Industrial Design and should be 
submitted with the application for admission (for incoming students) or by 
advertised deadline (for continuing students).

More Information
Industrial Design Program Website (https://design.ncsu.edu/industrial-
design/academics/masters/)

Admissions Requirements
Students must make application to the Department of Graphic Design 
and Industrial Design by January 15. In addition to Graduate School 

requirements, the Department requires department personal data forms, 
a digital portfolio of design work, resume, and a statement of intent.

Applicant Information
• Delivery Method: On-Campus

• Entrance Exam: The GRE is NOT required for students whose first 
degree is not in Industrial Design.

• Interview Required: None

Application Deadlines
• Fall: January 15; Late applications will be considered on a space-

available basis.

Degrees
• Industrial Design (MR) (https://catalog.ncsu.edu/graduate/design/

industrial-design/industrial-design-mr/)

Faculty
Full Professors
Audrey Barnes

Carolina Gill

Sharon Melissa Bennett Joines

Associate Professors
Timothy W. Buie

Bong II Jin

Kelly Umstead

Assistant Professors
Connor Irwin

Byungsoo Kim

Yuanqing Tian

Emeritus Faculty
Russell Flinchum

Vincent Foote

Percy Hooper

Haig Khachatoorian

Bryan Laffitte
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